This guide provides an overview of key grammatical structures and vocabulary that varies between

Tunisian Arabic for Students of MSA

(In progress)

Modern Standard Arabic and Tunisian Arabic.

Note:

Verbal Conjugation

Present Tense

L. o )
I drink coftee 3548 oy 8948 o yuid
You (m)... ) * LG
You (m) drink coffee Bgd Loyl #5008 Ly
You (f)... O e S *
You (f) drink coffee B oS (s e *5 048 oyl
He... TS S
He drinks coffee VR Bogd oyt
She... s s
She drinks coffee Bogd yuiih 8948 oy
We... O 90
We drink coffee Bogd o yulid 3948 Go i
You (pl m)... 09 e * 9.0
You (pl m) drink coffee | 54,5 g, *5548 G i
They (pl m)... 0948 )98
They (pl m) drink coffee | 5.5 fyg0 ) #5008 [y au i

* Plural forms are formed by adding § at the end of the verb.
* (*)Tunisian Arabic does not distinguish between male and female for the second person
(singular or plural) or the third person (plural), unlike MSA.
* There is no dual conjugation in Tunisian Arabic. Use the plural form.
Future Tense

The future is conjugated by adding (il (the equivalent of ... .. or 3 s«) in front of the present tense.

I will drink coffee tomorrow:
8908 Bogd pads il



Notes:

Past Tense

I drank coffee B34S oy B4 s ud
You (m)... e *Ca.,
You (m) drank coffee B5e8 o yd B3gd Caa
You (f)... S *o,
You (f) drank coffee Bogd Cayd 5563 Caupd
He... .

He drank coffee 548 iy B¢ oy
She... S o
She drank coffee Bogd Cai Bogd Cas
We... L... L...
We drank coffee Bogd Lai, §9g8 Layyui
You (pl m)... ad... * gi...
You (pl m) drank coffee 8943 Adiyd|  ¥Esed g yud
They (pl m)... 9... * 9.
They (pl m) drank coffee | 5.5 /4,5 *3948 9 b

* As with the present tense, Tunisian Arabic does not distinguish between genders for second
person (singular or plural) or the third person (plural), unlike MSA.

* Tunisian Arabic does not pronounce the final vowel for the first person singular second person
singular (masculine and feminine) so these sound identical. Additionally, the final “(fatha) is
not pronounced for the third person masculine singular instead there is a " (sukun).



Question Words

Who S &
What (+verb) ¢laks S ]

What (without ¢ Lo * g;w

verb) Q

s

When ¢ e 56
Where <oyl o

Sopd

Why A1 SaMs

R Y

ised iyl

How much RS < Fs

Notes:
«  While s is technically meant to be used with masculine words and ... with feminine words
this distinction is not always followed. /



